
 

 
  

This e-alert contains important information on compliance with the Waste 
Batteries and Accumulators Regulations. Please could you circulate the 

information to your members.  
  
  

The Waste Batteries and Accumulators Regulations 2009 set out new rules for the collection, 
treatment and recycling of all types of batteries and accumulators (or rechargeable batteries). The 
Regulations place certain new responsibilities on producers, waste treatment sites and waste 
battery exporters and distributors.   

  

If you have not already taken action to comply with the Regulations you may be at risk of 
enforcement action. You must act as soon as possible to complete your obligations 

  
Battery producers 
By now, any businesses who have placed batteries for the first time on the UK market since 15 
October 2009 should have registered as a battery producer * . It is your responsibility to check if you 
are a producer. If you are and you do not comply with the Regulations, you will be committing a 
criminal offence. 
 
1)   Small producers of portable batteries  
If you intend to place one tonne or less of portable batteries on the UK market during 2010 you 
should have already registered directly  thorough our website at https://npwd.environment-
agency.gov.uk, paid your £30 fee and reported your battery data to us.  
 
If you are a new small producer you must register within 28 days of the first date on which you place 
batteries on the UK market. 
 
If you have not completed any of these actions, you must do so as soon as possible to avoid any 
enforcement action. 
 
2)   Large producers of portable batteries 
If you intend to place more than one tonne of portable batteries on the UK market during 2010, you 
should have already joined a battery compliance scheme. 
 
If you have not, you must do so as soon as possible to avoid any enforcement action. 
 
If you are a new producer (for example, you did not know by 15 October 2009 that you would be 
placing batteries on the market in 2010), you have 28 days from the date on which you first place 
batteries on the market to join a battery compliance scheme.  
 

https://npwd.environment-agency.gov.uk/
https://npwd.environment-agency.gov.uk/


There are six approved battery compliance schemes. A list of these schemes is available on our 
website at http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/regulation/101529.aspx  
 

 
Approved battery treatment operators and approved battery exporters  
We have approved a number of battery treatment operators and battery exporters and are 
continuing to assess more applications. 
 
If you treat or export industrial/automotive batteries and you have not applied to the Environment 
Agency for approval, you are at risk from enforcement action and you should contact us as soon as 
possible. 
 
If you treat or export portable batteries, you may want to consider applying to the Environment 
Agency for approval so you can issue batteries evidence notes to battery compliance schemes. 
 
 

Distributors 
A battery distributor is a company which places more than 32kg of portable batteries on the market 
each year at any individual store, over the internet or by mail order. Since 1 February 2010, all 
battery distributors should offer a free in-store service to enable the public to take-back their 
batteries. 
 
There are more details on the battery distributor obligations on Defra’s website at 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/waste/producer/batteries/affected.htm.  
 
The Vehicle Certification Agency (VCA, www.vca.gov.uk) have been appointed by Defra to police the 
distributor requirements of the Regulations. You can contact the VCA via their website at 
http://www.vca.gov.uk/enforcement/battery-recycling.asp ,by emailing batteries@vca.gov.uk or by 
telephoning their helpline on 0844 8000819.  
 

 

 
 * A producer is anyone who places the batteries or accumulators on the UK market for the first time. This 
could include retailers and importers as well as wholesalers who import batteries and accumulators to sell in 
the UK. Batteries inside products such as computers and animated toys also count. If  you are placing products 
on the UK market and these products contain batteries that have not been sold in the UK before, then you are 
the producer of those batteries.  
  
 

  
More information on your obligations can be found by contacting your local 
environment agency: 
 

Environment Agency for England and Wales 
·    Website   
·    batteries@environment-agency.gov.uk 
·    08708 506 506 
 

Scottish Environment Protection Agency    
·    Website  
·     01786 457 700 
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Northern Ireland Environment Agency     
·    Website   
·    batteries@doeni.gov.uk 
·    028 90 567383 
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