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Background to the WEEE 

directive

ÅObjective is to encourage recycling of 

Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment

Å Producer responsibility directive

Å Set initial target of 4Kg/head

Å Implemented in the UK in July 2007

ÅAll Gas Discharge Lamps were ñin scopeò

ÅProducers to be members of ñProducer 

Compliance Schemeò

ÅThe Producer Compliance Scheme 

manages recycling on behalf of members

Å The lighting industry established Recolight 

and Lumicom



Key changes proposed in 

the òRecastó

ÅCollection target increased to 65% of 

the previous 2 yearsô sales by 2016

ÅProducers (or their schemes) to be 

responsible for kerbside collection

Å Dual Use products to be regarded as 

ñhouseholdò

ÅScope

ï LED lamps included

ï Domestic luminaires included



Impact on the lighting 

industry

ÅHigher recycling targets bring more 

pressure to maximise collection of waste

Å Consumer luminaires need to comply

ï Producers need to join

ÅLED lamps need to comply across Europe 

(already required in many countries)

ïUK producers already need to comply

ÅñDual useò will require all schemes to ñpay 

their shareò of recycling costs



Status and timescales

ÅCurrently being reviewed by the 

European Parliament

Å Under review by the Member states

ÅMuch agreement on the issues.....

Å ....but little agreement on the solutions

ÅText likely to be finalised by early 2011

Å Implementation into UK regulations by 

2013



Lamp industry lobbying

ÅRecolight is working with sister 

organisations in up to 20 EU member 

states

Å All are working together with the ELC

ÅRepresentations for changes made in 

communications with MEPôs and BIS

Key issues:

ÅAppropriate lamp specific collection target

Å Financing of waste

Å Scope ïlamps/luminaires in same 

category



Enforcement of WEEE ð

current situation

ÅThe environment agencies are now 

becoming more active:

Å Are actively investigating a number of free 

riders

Å Audit companies to verify their put on 

market declarations

ÅAre currently ñquestioning under cautionò a 

company that recently joined a PCS

Å Prosecutions will follow



Summary

ÅEffective lobbying/representations 

to ensure any changes are 

achievable but challenging.

ÅWe are confident that we will get 

the text our industry needs.

ÅChanges proposed are generally 

favourable

ÅWe will need to work even harder 

to increase collection rates 
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