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LIF Technical Statement No. 40

Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment – Guidance for the Handling of End of Life Luminaires

The UK legislation on WEEE is due to come into force on 1st July 2007. This will require the removal of end of life lighting equipment and delivered to plants where recycling will be performed. There are a wide variety of luminaries with various components that can be found in installations. Some of these components may contain restricted substances that need to be segregated out for separate collection for recycling. This will be necessary to avoid contamination of recyclable luminaire waste. The three most important components that need to be handled separately are lamps, batteries in self-contained emergency luminaires and power factor correction capacitors. Here are some simple steps that when followed helps to segregate parts and identify luminaire types:

· Remove lamp(s) and store safely for separate collection and disposal. This may require first the removal of the optic from luminaire 

· Identify if it is a self-contained emergency lighting luminaire by locating the charge indicator (neon or LED) or has visible batteries. If an emergency luminaire, locate and remove battery, store safely for separate collection and disposal

· Locate capacitor and determine if it is liquid filled, (likely to be over 15 years old luminaire having magnetic ballast and the capacitor may contain CFCs) if so, remove the capacitor and store safely for separate collection and disposal

Failure to separate these items from the luminaire will lead to the lamps, battery and/or capacitor contaminating the luminaire material during shredding. Failure to segregate may have legal implications under hazardous waste regulations. The waste material will also require costly after treatment of this batch, as it will have to be treated as hazardous waste. 

For further guidance on luminaire collection and disposal contact LUMICOM at www.lumicom.co.uk and for lamp issues contact Recolight at www.recolight.co.uk 
Neither the Lighting Industry Federation Ltd, nor any person acting on its behalf, makes any warranty of representation, expressed or implied with respect to the information contained in this report, or assumes any liability with respect to the use of, or damages resulting from, the use of this information.
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