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LIF Technical Statement No 28

Essential Safety Requirements for Lighting Products under the Low Voltage Directive

Simplest route to conformity

The harmonised European Standard EN 60598 offers a presumption of conformity with the requirements of the LVD and as such this offers the easiest approach for manufacturers to satisfy the requirements of the LVD.

Departure from the standard

Departure from the standard, for example by not meeting the requirements of some performance features in the standard would mean that the technical file, and perhaps the declaration of conformity, would need to reference the fact that the standard had not been applied in full.

Consequential problems

Such deviation might then start to cause problems with enforcement authorities as there would be a subjective interpretation which would differ depending on who, which Member State, etc., was doing the interpretation and on this specific design solution and the intended use of the product.

Must only place safe products on the market

There will no doubt be occasions where manufacturers cannot, for one reason or another, fully comply with the standard; the manufacturer will then have no option but to deviate, but they must still only place safe products on the market and document the means by which the essential safety requirements have been satisfied.

The rule

In other words, at this time, with the current wording of the LVD, deviation from the standard should be as an exception rather than the rule and the implications assessed for each case.
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